
SOUTH AFRICA  
September 23-October 14, 2022 

DAILY ITINERARY 

September 23: A half day trip to Rietvlei Nature Reserve north of Johannesburg 
for those arriving a day early. Highlights included White Rhinoceros, Black 
Wildebeest and Crimson-breasted Gonolek.  

September 24: Early morning flight to Capetown. From the airport we drove 
directly to the Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden. After lunch there we made 
brief visits to Kommetjie and Boulder Beach where we saw our first African 
Penguins. After checking in to our accommodations we spent some birding from 
the deck of the Shearwater apartment. 

September 25: Our first stop was in Cecilia Forest where we quickly found Cape 
Siskin. The remainder of the morning was spent at the Strandfontein Water 
Treatment facility. After lunch we spent the afternoon at Cape Point NP including a 
visit to the Cape of Good Hope. 

September 26: From Simon’s Town we drove around False Bay and stopped at the 
Paardevlei community and scoped the community lake in the rain. When the rains 
ended we drove to Rooi Els for Cape Rockjumper and then to the Stony Point 
penguin colony. The day ended in the grain fields south of Swellendam. 

September 27: We left Swellendam at sunrise and birded our way through the 
grain fields south of town arriving at De Hoop Nature Reserve where we spent the 
remainder of the morning. After a late breakfast we drove to the Potberg section of 
De Hoop for Cape Griffon. By late afternoon we had returned to our inn in 
Swellendam and spent some birding the grounds before dinner. 

September 28: Prior to breakfast we birded the grounds at the Aan de Oever 
guesthouse and then spent a couple of hours at Bontebok NP. From there we 
returned to Capetown making a brief stop at Sir Lowry’s Pass for Victorin’s 
Warbler. 

September 29: We left our hotel near the Capetown airport before sunrise and 
drove northwest toward West Coast NP. Before entering the park we birded along 
the Darling Road where we saw our first Black Bustard and Gray-winged 
Francolin. After a brief stop at Tienie Versveld Reserve for Cloud Cisticola, we 



entered West Coast NP and spent most of the remainder of the day there stopping 
at three bird hides.After checking into our hotel in Langebaan, we drove north of 
town to the old Langebaan Quarry and saw nesting Verreaux’s Eagle. 

September 30: Today we had a 4+ hour drive to Calvinia. To break up the trip we 
stopped near Vredendal for the endemic Cape Lark and at Kransvlei Poort for 
Protea Canary and Fairy Flycatcher. By late afternoon we arrived at Hantam Huis 
where we spent the next two nights.  

October 1: Most of today was spent birding the arid plains near the town of 
Brandvlei located about 90 minutes north of Calvinia. Upon returning to Calvinia, 
we made a brief stop at the Akkerendam Nature Reserve just outside of town. 

October 2: We made a pre-breakfast visit to a gravel road outside of Calvinia. 
Highlights were many Black-headed Canary, Yellow-rumped Eremomela and 
Sickle-winged Chat. After breakfast we made the long drive back to Capetown and 
checked in to our hotel near the airport. 

October 3: After a very short night we boarded our early morning flight and flew 
to Johannesburg. After picking up our rental vehicles we drove directly to the 
Marievale Bird Sanctuary where we spent about 90 minutes birding the wetlands. 
From there we drove straight to DeKotzenhof Guesthouse in Wakkerstroom. After 
checking in we drove the the grassy plains above town looking for Yellow-breasted 
Pipit. 

October 4: We spent the entire day birding the Wakkerstroom area with Lucky, a 
local guide from Bird Life South Africa. We saw almost all of our target birds, but 
unfortunately missed Botha’s and Rudd’s larks due to high winds at the lark plains. 

October 5: We began the day at the Slang River bridge where we added Rock-
loving Cisticola and Mocking Cliff-Chat to our growing list. We made a brief stop 
at the Wakkerstroom wetland complex before breakfast at DeKotzenhof and then 
drove 5.5 hours to Underberg. To break up the drive we stopped for lunch at 
Doreen Clark Nature reserve in Pietermaritzburg where the highlights were Knysna 
Turaco and Chorister Robin-Chat. 

October 6: We spent the entire day birding our way up to and beyond Sani Pass in 
the Drakensberg Mountains. The day included crossing the border into Lesotho 
where we birded the high elevation plains for several hours. Highlights included 
Drakensberg Rockjumper, Drakensberg Siskin and Bearded Vulture. After making 



our way down the steep pass road we ended the day at Reichenau Dam where we 
found a pair of nesting Wattled Cranes. 

October 7: We left Underberg prior to sunrise and arrived just after dawn at 
Marutswa Forest near Bulwer and set up for our Cape Parrot watch. After getting 
good views of the parrots, we spent some time in the forest where our target was 
Orange Ground-Thrush. We departed the area around 9:00 AM and drove 3.5 hours 
to Eshowe where we checked in to our comfortable inn. After a mid-afternoon 
break we spent a few hours at Dlinza Forest and also did some birding on the 
grounds of the inn. 

October 8: This morning we returned to Dlinza Forest and had our two primary 
target birds, Delegorgue’s Pigeon and Spotted Ground-Thrush, by mid-morning. 
We then drove to Mtunzini where we recorded Mangrove Kingfisher at Umlalazi 
NR and spent some time looking for Palm-nut Vulture. On the way out of town we 
happened upon a large insect hatch and spent some time watching a nice variety of 
birds feeding around the hatch. From there we drove directly to St. Lucia and, after 
checking in to our accommodations, walked a bit on the iGwalagwala trail. 

October 9: This morning we returned to the iGwalagwala trail where our targets 
were Woodward’s basis and Rudd’s Apalis. After some effort we found both and 
then drove to the St. Lucia estuary and found Goliath Heron, African Spoonbill and 
our only Yellow-billed Stork.. After a mid-morning breakfast we drove through the 
western side of iSimangaliso Wetland Park eventually arriving at Ghost Mountain 
Inn. 

October 10: We left Ghost Mountain Inn before sunrise and drove directly to the 
gate of the Mhkuze Game Reserve where we spent most of the day. Around 
lunchtime we lefty the park and drove about 30 minutes to Muzi Pan where we 
added African Pygmy-Goose and White-faced Whistling-Duck. The Kumasinga 
hide was especially productive at Mhkuze and we spent much of our time there. 
We also made brief stops in the camping area and at the Mantuma Camp. 

October 11: We spent a bit of time birding the grounds of the Ghost Mountain Inn 
before breakfast and then drove through Eswatini to Berg-en-Dal Camp in Kruger 
NP.  

October 12: An early morning drive from Berg-en-Dal produced all of the “Big 
Five” including a leopard with a freshly killed Impala! After breakfast we drove 
north through Kruger to Skukuza Camp. There we took a late afternoon drive along 



the Sabie River and also took a night drive that was rather uneventful with the 
exception of a Large Spotted Genet. 

October 13: After a late night we slept in a bit and then walked the grounds of 
Skukuza Camp. After breakfast we continued north to Satara Camp with a coffee 
stop at the Tshokwane picnic area where we saw a Pearl-spotted Owlet. At Satara 
we took a late afternoon drive that produced Red-crested Bustard and Chestnut-
backed Sparrow-Lark. 

October 14: A pre-breakfast walk on the grounds of Satara Camp produced a few 
new birds including African Firefinch and Brown-headed Parrot. After breakfast 
we made the very long drive back to the Johannesburg airport adding Common 
Sandpiper and African Hawk-Eagle to our list.  

ANNOTATED CHECKLIST OF SPECIES RECORDED 

STRUTHIDAE 
1.   Common Ostrich (Struthio camelus) Common in savannas and grasslands throughout. 
Especially impressive was a group seen in the fynbos at Cape Point NP where they were foraging 
on the beach. Many of the birds seen while driving were likely on private game farms and of 
questionable provenance.  

ANATIDAE 
2.   White-faced Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna viduata) 15-20 were seen at Muzi Pan. 

3.   Fulvous Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor) A very rare species in South Africa which 
has irrupted in 2022 to various sites in the Capetown area. We saw 8-10 at Strandfontein WTP. 

4. White-backed Duck (Thalassornis leuconotus) One was seen on the lake at the Paardevlei 
gated community while scoping for birds in the rain.  

5.   Knob-billed Duck (Sarkidiornis melanotos) There were a few distant birds seen through the 
scope at Muzi Pan. 

6.   Egyptian Goose (Alopochen aegyptiaca) Common throughout. Seen almost daily.  

7.   South African Shelduck (Tadorna cana) A few scattered sightings. In the Calvinia area we 
saw recently fledged birds at the Akkerendam Reserve and at a roadside wetland.  



8.   Spur-winged Goose (Plectropterus gambensis) Common and seen almost daily. They were 
especially common in the grain fields south of Swellendam.  

9.   African Pygmy-Goose (Nettapus auritus) There were a few at Muzi Pan. 

10. Blue-billed Teal (Spatula hottentota) Formerly known as Hottentot Teal, but due to the 
pejorative nature of that term are now Blue-billed Teal. Small numbers were seen at the 
Marievale Bird Sanctuary, from the Wakkerstroom Causeway and at Muzi Pan. 

11. Cape Shoveler (Spatula smithii) Fairly common in the Cape region with the highest numbers 
at the Strandfontein WTP. 

12.  African Black Duck (Anas sparsa) A fairly shy and reclusive stream/river duck. A pair was 
seen in the stream behind the Aan de Over guesthouse in Swellendam. A sleeping bird was also 
seen in Lesotho. 

13.  Yellow-billed Duck (Anas undulata) The most common duck of the tour. Present in most 
wetland situations.  

14. Cape Teal (Anas capensis) Moderate numbers were seen at the Strandfontein WTP and in 
West Coast NP. 

15. Red-billed Duck (Anas erythrorhyncha) Seen in small numbers at a few wetland sites. 

16. Southern Pochard (Netta erythrophthalma) Scattered sightings at deeper water sites. Highest 
numbers were at the Strandfontein WTP and the Wakkerstroom Causeway.  

17. Maccoa Duck (Oxyura maccoa) This Ruddy Duck lookalike was seen only on the lake at the 
Paradevlei gated community. 

NUMIDIDAE 
18. Helmeted Guineafowl (Numida meleagris) Common throughout the tour and seen most days 
in large numbers. 

19. Crested Guineafowl (Guttera pucherani) There were a few seen in the St. Lucia area. Unlike 
Helmeted Guineafowl, this species is a forest based guineafowl.  

PHASIANIDAE 
20. Crested Francolin (Ortygornis sephaena) A small francolin with a prominent supercilium. We 
had nice views of one on the road shoulder as we drove into the Mhkuze Game Reserve. 



21. Gray-winged Francolin (Scleroptila afra) A small endemic francolin that responded well to 
playback on Darling Hills road. 

22. Common Quail (Coturnix coturnix) Many were heard in the grain fields south of Swellendam 
and around West Coast NP. A small, secretive species that is always difficult to see.  

23. Cape Francolin (Pternistis capensis) Very common and recorded almost daily in the Cape 
region. 

24. Natal Francolin (Pternistis natalensis) Common in Kruger NP. 

25. Swainson’s Francolin (Pternistis swainsonii) Very common along the roads in Kruger NP. 

PHOENICOPTERIDAE 
26. Greater Flamingo (Phoenicopterus roseus) Many were at the Strandfontein WTP and in the 
shallow pans at West Coast NP. 

27. Lesser Flamingo (Phoeniconaias minor) As the previous species. Many were at the 
Strandfontein WTP and in the shallow pans at West Coast NP. The size difference between the 
two species was very evident when they were in close proximity.  

PODICIPEDIDAE 
28. Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) Seen in many wetland situations. 

29. Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus) 6-8 were on the lake at the Paardevlei gated 
community. 

30. Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis) 15-20 were on the lake at the Paardevlei gated 
community. A few others were on the reservoir at Akkerendam in Calvinia. 

COLUMBIDAE 
31. Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) Introduced. Fairly common in towns and villages in the Cape 
region.  

32. Speckled Pigeon (Columba guinea) The common default pigeon during most of the tour. 
They were very common in the Cape region and around Wakkerstroom and Underberg. 

33. Rameron Pigeon (Columba arquatrix) This is a rather reclusive forest based pigeon that we 
encountered in several places. One showed very well while we were on the observation tower at 
Dlinza Forest. 



34. Delegorgue’s Pigeon (Columba delegorguei) Two were finally seen through the scope from 
the observation tower at Dlinza Forest. This is the only place this species is regularly seen in 
South Africa. 

35. Lemon Dove (Columba larvata) Three were seen briefly from the hide at Dlinza Forest. 

36. Mourning Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decipiens) Several were feeding on the ground during 
our coffee stop at the Tshokwane picnic site in Kruger NP. They were also seen in Satara Camp. 

37. Red-eyed Dove (Streptopelia semitorquata) Common throughout. They prefer areas with 
denser vegetation than Ring-necked Dove. 

38. Ring-necked Dove (Streptopelia capicola) Common throughout.  

39. Laughing Dove (Streptopelia senegalensis) Recorded almost daily. They were especially 
common in Kruger NP. 

40. Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove (Turtur chalcospilos) Very common in Mhkuze and in Kruger 
NP. 

41. Namaqua Dove (Oena capensis) Scattered sightings of this small, long-tailed dove around 
Swellendam, Calvinia and in Kruger NP. 

42. African Green-Pigeon (Treron calvas) Three were seen in the scope as we waited outside the 
gate at Dlinza Forest. A few others were seen in Kruger NP. 

PTEROCLIDAE 
43. Namaqua Sandgrouse (Pterocles namaqua) Very common in the Brandvlei area where we 
photographed a few loafing on the road. 

OTIDIDAE 
44. Kori Bustard (Ardeotis kori) A few were seen in the fields around Satara Camp in Kruger NP. 

45. Ludwig’s Bustard (Neotis ludwigii) It was a very good year for this large bustard. We saw 
20+ in the Brandvlei area including 8 at one time! 

46. Denham’s Bustard (Neotis denhami) A large, but reclusive bustard that we saw displaying at 
DeHoop Nature Reserve, Bontebok NP and near Wakkerstroom.  

47. White-bellied Bustard (Eupodotis senegalensis) A small bustard that prefers low elevation 
grasslands. Lucky spotted a pair on the Dirkiesdorp Plain near Wakkerstroom. 



48. Blue Bustard (Eupodotis caerulescens) Another Lucky special. He found several distant 
birds in the high grasslands near Wakkerstroom. 

49. Karoo Bustard (Eupodotis vigorsii) A small localized bustard that we saw well in the grain 
fields south of Swellendam. 

50. Red-crested Bustard (Eupodotis ruficrista) Seen well along the road on our final afternoon 
drive in Kruger NP. This is the southern edge of this species range in South Africa. 

51. Black Bustard (Eupodotis afra) Another endemic that inhabits coastal fynbos. We had good 
luck with this species in and around West Coast NP where we saw at least 6-10 individuals. 

52. White-quilled Bustard (Eupodotis afraoides) Very similar to the Black Bustard which it 
replaces as one moves away from coastal fynbos into Karoo scrub and dry grasslands. They were 
fairly common in the Brandvlei area. 

53. Black-bellied Bustard (Lissotis melanogaster) One female was seen briefly along the road at 
Mhkuze Game Reserve 

MUSOPHAGIDAE 
54. Livingstone’s Turaco (Tauraco livingstonii) Heard more than seen in forested areas around 
St. Lucia. Everyone had good views during our morning outing there. 

55. Knysna Turaco (Tauraco corythaix) Very difficult on this tour route, but everyone had 
excellent views at Doreen Clark Nature Reserve near Pietermaritzburg.  

56. Purple-crested Turaco (Tauraco porphyreolophus) Great views on the grounds of our inn at 
Eshowe and also as we walked at Berg-en-Dal camp. 

57. Gray Go-away-bird (Corythaixoides concolor) Those who arrived early saw these well at 
Rietvlei Nature Reserve near Johannesburg. Everyone else had good views in Kruger NP. 

CUCULIDAE 
58. White-browed Coucal (Centropus superciliosus) A large, but shy cuckoo whose low 
whooping call is the best clue to its presence. Everyone saw them well at Bontebok NP and in 
Kruger NP.  

59. Green Malkoha (Ceuthmochares australis) This large cuckoo is normally shy and skulky, but 
one one sat in the open for everyone to see during our morning walk on the iGwalagwala trail in 
St. Lucia. 

60. Klaas’s Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx klaas) Fairly common and widespread. We had good views 
of several that responded to playback and sat in the open.  



61. African Emerald Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx cupreus) Heard only at Dlinza Forest.  

62. Red-chested Cuckoo (Cuculus solitarius) Its loud three-noted call was heard frequently. One 
responded to playback and sat in a bare tree for several minutes at Mhkuze Game Reserve.  

CAPRIMULGIDAE 
63. Fiery-necked Nightjar (Caprimulgis pectoralis) We had a very nice auditory and visual 
experience with this species during our night drive in St. Lucia.  

APODIDAE 
64. Alpine Swift (Apus melba) A large, white-bellied swift that was seen several times in the 
Cape region. They were seen quite well at Paardevlei while feeding low during the heavy 
overcast and light rain. 

65. African Swift (Apus barbatus) Several were seen at the Langebaan Quarry while we viewed 
Verreaux’s Eagle. A fairly large, all dark swift.  

66. Little Swift (Apus affinis) Very common and recorded almost daily.  

67. Horus Swift (Apus horus) Nearly identical to Little Swift, but with a slightly forked tail. This 
swift is migratory and is found in South Africa only during the breeding season where it inhabits 
open grasslands. We saw a few feeding overhead early one morning on the grounds of the 
DeKotzenhof guesthouse.  

68. White-rumped Swift (Apus caffer) Much like Little Swift, but with a long forked tail that is 
closed in flight. Fairly common and often occurring with Little Swift allowing for comparative 
views.  

69. African Palm-Swift (Cypsiurus parvus) A sooty brown swift with a long forked tail that was 
common around palm trees in Kwazulu-Natal and Kruger NP. 

RALLIDAE
70. African Rail (Rallus caerulescens) One gave us a brief view while we were in the 
Abrahamskaal hide at West Coast NP.  Jack saw another at Marievale Bird Sanctuary.

71. Eurasian Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) Fairly common at wetland sites. There were 75+ at 
the Marievale Bird Sanctuary.

72. Red-knobbed Coot (Fulica cristata) Common and seen at many wetland sites.

73. African Swamphen (Porphyrio madagascariensis) Shy and retiring and rather difficult to see 
well despite its large size. We encountered a few at a variety of wetland sites. 



74. Black Crake (Zapornia flavirostra) Easier to see than most rails. We had good views at 
several places including the Wakkerstroom Causeway and from the bridge over the Crocodile 
River near the entrance to Kruger NP.

GRUIDAE
75. Gray-crowned Crane (Balearica regulorum) A beautiful and elegant crane that we saw well in 
the grain fields south of Underberg. 

76. Blue Crane (Anthropoides paradiseus) Widespread in the grain fields around Swellendam. 
We saw 60+ in one field. 

77. Wattled Crane (Bugeranus carunculatus) This is the most difficult crane to see in South 
Africa and we were lucky to see a nesting pair at Reichenau Dam south of Underberg.

BURHINIDAE
78. Water Thick-knee (Burhinus vermiculatus) We saw several standing in the road during our 
night drive at St. Lucia. Several others were seen in Kruger NP.

79. Spotted Thick-knee (Burhinus capensis) Excellent views of several along the road as we 
drove into the Strandfontein WTP. We also had scattered sightings elsewhere. 

RECURVIROSTRIDAE
80. Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus himantopus) Fairly common in wetland situations and seen 
throughout the tour, but never in large numbers

81. Pied Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) Less common than the previous species, but recorded at 
several wetland sites. They were most conspicuous at the Marievale Bird Sanctuary we we saw 
25+. At a wetland site near Calvinia we saw recently fledged chicks.

HAEMATOPODIDAE
82. African Oystercatcher (Haematopus moquini) Common in coastal areas of the Cape.

CHARADRIIDAE
83. Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) Seen in small numbers at West Coast NP and at 
the St. Lucia estuary.

84. Blacksmith Lapwing (Vanellus armatus) Common and recorded almost daily. The most 
widespread lapwing of the tour.

85. White-headed Lapwing (Vanellus albiceps) Two were seen standing on a sand bar in the 
Sabie River during our afternoon drive from Skukuza Camp in Kruger NP.

86. Senegal Lapwing (Vanellus lugubris) We saw one in a recently burned grassland near 
Skukuza in Kruger NP.



87. Black-winged Lapwing (Vanellus melanopterus) One was seen through the scope from the 
Crocodile River bridge near the Malelane gate into Kruger NP.

88. Crowned Lapwing (Vanellus coronatus) Fairly common in grassland habitats.

89. Wattled Lapwing (Vanellus senegallus) Fairly widespread, but in smaller numbers than 
Crowned Lapwing. The best views were around Wakkerstroom and Mhkuze.

90. Kittlitz’s Plover (Charadrius pecuarius) A small buff-bellied plover with a bold black and 
white facial pattern. We saw them at many wetland sites.

91. Common Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) This is the Old World equivalent of our 
Semipalmated Plover. There were a few present on the mudflats at West Coast NP. 

92. Three-banded Plover (Charadrius tricollaris) The most frequently recorded shorebird of the 
tour. One or two were present most anywhere there was even a small amount of water. 

93. White-fronted Plover (Charadrius marginatus) This is a very pale coastal plover that we saw 
at West Coast NP and in the estuary at St. Lucia.

JACANIDAE
94. African Jacana (Actophilornis africanus) Fairly common in wetlands in Kwazulu-Natal and 
in Kruger NP.

SCOLOPACIDAE
95. Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) 30-50 were seen on the mudflats at West Coast NP.

96. Ruff (Calidris pugnax) Several hundred were seen at the Marievale Bird Sanctuary. 

97. Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea) There were a few seen at West Coast NP and in the 
estuary at St. Lucia. 

98. Little Stint (Calidris minuta) The small peep of the tour. There were many at the Marievale 
Bird Sanctuary and lesser numbers in West Coast NP.

99. African Snipe (Gallinago nigripennis) Close roadside views from the cars on the 
Wakkerstroom Causeway. We also had several there in the scope as we stood on the road. 

100. Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos) Surprisingly scarce. We had just one and that was 
on our final morning in Kruger NP.  This is the Old World equivalent of our Spotted Sandpiper.

101. Common Greenshank (Tringa nebularia) 50+ were seen at West Coast NP and a few others 
at the Marievale Bird Sanctuary. Very similar in appearance to our Greater Yellowlegs, but with 
dull greenish legs.



102. Wood Sandpiper (Tringa glareola) Several were seen in Kruger NP. The best views were 
from the bridge over the Crocoidile River near the Malelane gate. 

GLAREOLIDAE
103. Temminck’s Courser (Cursorius temmenckii) Two were seen very close to the road on our 
evening drive from Satara Camp in Kruger NP. We were quite lucky with these as they are 
seldomly recorded in this area. 

LARIDAE
104. Gray-hooded Gull (Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus) A few were seen in coastal regions of 
the Cape where it is uncommon. There were many at the Marievale Bird Sanctuary where they 
were nesting. 

105. Hartlaub’s Gull (Chroicocephalus hartlaubii) This small gull is endemic to coastal areas of 
the southern Cape and along the Namibia coast. It was abundant when we were anywhere near 
the coast in the Cape region. 

106. Kelp Gull (Larus dominicanus) Very common in coastal regions of the Cape.

107. Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia) One was with a flock of Great Crested Terns at West 
Coast NP.

108. Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias hybrida) A fairly common freshwater marsh tern that was seen 
in good numbers at the Marievale Bird Sanctuary, the Mhkuze Game Reserve and at Muzi Pan. 

109. Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) One was seen roosting with a tern flock on our first 
afternoon at Kommetjie. 75+ were also seen at West Coast NP.

110. Great Crested Tern (Thalasseus bergii) These large terns are somewhat reminiscent of our 
Royal Terns. They were fairly common in coastal regions of the Cape.

111. Sandwich Tern (Thalasseus sandvicensis) 30+ were seen roosting on the rocks at Kommetjie 
on our first afternoon in the Capetown area.

112. African Skimmer (Rynchops flavirostris) A very unexpected sighting and perhaps the rarest 
bird of the tour. Rob spotted one sitting on a sand bar from the Crocodile River bridge near the 
Malalane gate into Kruger NP. A very unexpected bird anywhere in southern Africa. 

SPHENISCIDAE
113. African Penguin (Spheniscus demersus) Beautiful views at Boulder’s Beach near Simon’s 
Town and at the Stony Point breeding colony. There were several hundred birds at the latter 
venue.

CICONIIDAE
114. Black Stork (Ciconia nigra) A single bird was seen battling the gusty winds as it flew over 
the road in Lesotho.



115. Wooly-necked Stork (Ciconia episcopus) Sightings near Eshowe, Mtunzini and at the 
Crocodile River Bridge near Malelane. The birds on the grounds of our guesthouse in Eshowe 
were especially close and confiding. Also memorable was a bird snatching flying insects from 
the air at Mtunzini.

116. Saddle-billed Stork (Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis) Very nice views of two adults on the 
Sabie River during our afternoon drive from Skukuza. 

117. Marabou Stork (Leptoptilos crumenifer) The only ones were seen soaring close to the road 
as we drove through Eswatini. 

118. Yellow-billed Stork (Mycteria ibis) One bird was feeding at the edge of the reeds on our 
morning visit to the St. Lucia estuary. 

SULIDAE
119. Cape Gannet (Morus capensis) Several flybys at the Cape of Good Hope and a few more at 
the Stony Point penguin colony.

ANHINGIDAE
120. African Darter (Anhinga rufa) There were 8-10 seen from the hide at Nsumo Pan in 
Mhkuze. The early arrivals saw a large breeding colony at Rietvlei Nature Reserve near 
Johannesburg. 

PHALACROCORACIDAE
121. Long-tailed Cormorant (Microcarbo africanus) The expected inland cormorant. We saw 
these at most freshwater locations.

122. Crowned Cormorant (Microcarbo coronatus) A strictly coastal cormorant that we saw well 
at Kommetjie and the Stony Point penguin colony.

123. Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) Very common at many sites including Kommetjie, 
the Cape of Good Hope and the Stony Point penguin colony. Some taxonomies consider this a 
separate species known as “White-breasted Cormorant,” but for our purposes they are the same 
species as the Great Cormorants found on the East Coast of the U.S.

124. Cape Cormorant (Phalacrocorax capensis) Abundant in coastal areas of the Cape.

125. Bank Cormorant (Phalacrocorax neglectus) Good views of nesting birds at the Stony Point 
penguin colony. This is the rarest of the cormorants in South Africa. 

PELECANIDAE
126. Great White Pelican (Pelecanus onocrotalus) A group of four was seen at West Coast NP.

127. Pink-backed Pelican (Pelecanus rufescens) Smaller and grayer than Great White Pelican. 
One was seen in flight at Muzi Pan.



SCOPIDAE
128. Hamerkop (Scopus umbretta) Not common in South Africa, but seen well by everyone at 
several locations. The common name is Dutch for “hammerhead.”

ARDEIDAE
129. Gray Heron (Ardea cinerea) Scattered sightings throughout. 

130. Black-headed Heron (Ardea melanocephala) Seen on most days, but absent from Kruger 
NP. This heron is often found in dry upland habitats far from water.

131. Goliath Heron (Ardea goliath) The world’s largest heron. It was seen well at the St. Lucia 
estuary and in Kruger NP.

132. Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea) Two sightings: one from the Wakkerstroom Causeway and 
another in flight at Muzi Pan.

133. Great Egret (Ardea alba) Seen from the Wakkerstroom Causeway and at Mhkuze and 
Kruger.

134. Intermediate Egret (Ardea intermedia) Everyone had a good scope view of this species at 
Paardevlei. 

135. Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) Fairly common throughout at wetland sites.

136. Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) Recorded almost daily. 

137. Squacco Heron (Ardeola ralloides) One was seen in flight at the Marievale Bird Sanctuary. 
Another gave lovely scope views at the Wakkerstroom Causeway.

138. Striated Heron (Butorides striata) A single bird was seen from the Crocodile River bridge 
near the Malelane Gate into Kruger.

139. Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) The only sighting was from the 
Crocodile River bridge where we watched one fishing and keeping a wary eye on a nearby 
crocodile.

THRESKIORNITHIDAE
140. Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) Scattered sightings throughout with the highest numbers 
at the Strandfontein WTP in Capetown.

141. African Sacred Ibis (Threskiornis aethiopicus) Widespread and seen most days. There were 
probably 1000+ in the breeding colony at Strandfontein WTP.

142. Southern Bald Ibis (Geronticus calvus) We had a few encounters in the grasslands near 
Wakkerstroom and a few more on the high plains in Lesotho.



143. Hadada Ibis (Bostrychia hagedash) An abundant species seen daily. Its loud call generally 
was the first thing we heard on most mornings.

144. African Spoonbill (Platalea alba) Rob found a sleeping bird at the Marievale Bird Sanctuary 
and a feeding bird gave better views at the St. Lucia estuary.

SAGITTARIIDAE
145. Secretarybird (Sagittarius serpentarius) Several were seen in the fields around 
Wakkerstroom, but the best encounter was in Kruger NP during our morning drive from Berg-en-
Dal camp.

ACCIPITRIDAE
146. Black-winged Kite (Elanus caeruleus) Common in grasslands and savannas throughout the 
tour. We had many sightings.

147. African Harrier-Hawk (Polyboroides typus) Seen by a few people on our afternoon drive 
along the Sabie River in Kruger NP. 

148. Palm-nut Vulture (Gypohierax angolensis) A very close flyover at Mtunzini as we watched a 
plethora of birds feeding on an insect hatch. This is a very localized species in South Africa 
found only along the coast between Mtunzini and Durban.

149. Bearded Vulture (Gypaetus barbatus) Reasonably decent scope views of a bird sitting on a 
cliff face nest in Lesotho.

150. White-headed Vulture (Trigonoceps occipitalis) The scarcest South African vulture. We 
were lucky to see several perched birds on the morning we drove from Skukuza to Satara in 
Kruger NP.

151. Lappet-faced Vulture (Torgos tracheliotos) One was perched with a White-backed Vulture 
near Satara Camp. The size difference between the two was quite apparent. 

152. Hooded Vulture (Necrosyrtes monachus) Nice views of a bird perched in a snag along the 
Sabie River during our afternoon drive from Skukuza.

153. White-backed Vulture (Gyps africanus) The most common vulture of the tour. Were saw 
many flying and perched in Mhkuze and Kruger.

154. Cape Griffon (Gyps coprotheres) Several soaring birds were seen at the Potberg section of 
the DeHoop Nature Reserve and in Lesotho.

155. Bateleur (Terathopius ecaudatus) Common in Mhkuze and Kruger.

156. Bat Hawk (Macheiramphus alcinus) A surprising sighting from the boardwalk at Ghost 
Mountain Inn. We watched one catch a swallow and begin eating it on the wing! Very dark and 
falcon-like. 



157. Brown Snake-Eagle (Circaetus cinereus) Very nice roadside sightings in Mhkuze and 
Kruger NP.

158. Martial Eagle (Polemaetus bellicosus) Excellent views of a majestic adult in a snag next to 
the road during our morning drive from Berg-en-Dal.

159. Long-crested Eagle (Lophaetus occipitalis) Seen well and photographed by several people 
at our breakfast stop on the road up to Sani Pass. Others were seen at Mhkuze and Kruger NP.

160. Wahlberg’s Eagle (Hieraaetus wahlbergi) A few sightings around St. Lucia and in Mhkuze 
and Kruger.

161. Booted Eagle (Hieraaetus pennatus) Several were seen in the Cape region. This small eagle 
has an underwing pattern much like that of a Swainson’s Hawk.

162. Tawny Eagle (Aquila rapax) Nice looks at a perched bird in Kruger NP.

163. Verreaux’s Eagle (Aquila verreauxii) Close and intimate views of a recently fledged bird 
and two adults at the old quarry in Langebaan.

164. African Hawk-Eagle (Aquila spilogaster) Our final new bird of the tour. A nice adult was 
perched along the road as we left Satara and drove towards the Orpen gate exit.

165. Pale-chanting Goshawk (Melierax canorus) 6-10 were seen in the Brandvlei area where they 
were often sitting on roadside utility poles. 

166. African Marsh-Harrier (Circus ranivorus) Seen well from the Wakkerstroom Causeway.

167. Black Harrier (Circus maurus) Not always an easy bird to find, so we were lucky to find 
them at three different sites: West Coast NP; Bontebok NP and near Brandvlei.

168. Black Goshawk (Accipiter melanoleucus) Great scope views of a perched adult as we left 
the canyon at Kransvlei Port.

169. Black Kite (Milvus migrans) Abundant throughout.

170. African Fish-Eagle (Haliaeetus vocifer) Seen at West Coast NP and in Kruger NP.

171. Forest Buzzard (Buteo trizonatus) Excellent studies of this endemic buteo at Kirstenbosch 
Botanical Gardens in Capetown.

172. Jackal Buzzard (Buteo rufofuscus) Seen frequently in the Cape region and around 
Wakkerstroom and Underberg. 



STRIGIDAE
173. African Scops-Owl (Otus senegalensis) Excellent views during our night walk at Bergen-
Dal camp in Kruger NP.

174. Spotted Eagle-Owl (Bubo africanus) Great views of a roosting male and a female on a nest 
at the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens in Capetown.

175. Pearl-spotted Owlet (Glaucidium perlatum) One responded to playback at the Tshokwane 
picnic site in Kruger NP and another was seen at Satara Camp. 

176. African Wood-Owl (Strix woodfordii) A pair responded well to playback on the grounds of 
our lodge in Eshowe.

177. Marsh Owl (Asio capensis) We flushed 5-6 while walking in the grasslands near 
Wakkerstroom.

COLIIDAE
178. Speckled Mousebird (Colius striatus) Common in the Cape region. There were also a few 
seen in Kruger NP.

179. White-backed Mousebird (Colius colius) These are restricted to coastal fynbos and Karoo 
scrub. They were fairly common in inland areas of the Cape including at West Coast NP, 
Kransvlei Poort and around Calvinia.

180. Red-faced Mousebird (Urocolius indicus) Widespread although less numerous than 
Speckled Mousebird. We had them at many venues with great views from the deck of our 
apartment in Simon’s Town. 

TROGONIDAE
181. Narina Trogon (Apaloderma narina) Heard only at Dlinza Forest.

UPUPIDAE
182. Eurasian Hoopoe (Upupa epops) Fairly common in open situations and on lawns and 
gardens. Seen on many days.

PHOENICULIDAE
183. Green Woodhoopoe (Phoeniculus purpureus) A cartoonish creature that responded to 
playback and gave a gyrating vocal demonstration on the grounds at DeKotzenhof in 
Wakkerstroom. 

184. Common Scimitarbill (Rhinopomastus cyanomelas) Nice views from the Kumasinga hide at 
Mhkuze Game Reserve.

BUCORVIDAE
185. Southern Ground-Hornbill (Bucorvus leadbeateri) 20-30 were seen in the savannas between 
Skukuza and Satara in Kruger NP.



BUCEROTIDAE
186. African Gray Hornbill (Lophoceros nasutus) A few sightings in Kruger NP.

187. Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill (Tockus leucomelas) Nice sightings of this species in 
Mhkuze, Eswatini and in Kruger. 

188. Southern Red-billed Hornbill (Tockus rufirostris) The smallest of the hornbill species. It 
was very common in the camps in Kruger NP.

189. Trumpeter Hornbill (Bycanistes bucinator) Very common in Eshowe where we saw them on 
the grounds of our guesthouse. We also had a some scattered sightings in Kruger NP and around 
St. Lucia.

ALCEDINIDAE
190. Half-collared Kingfisher (Alcedo semitorquata) Everyone had brief views of one outside 
Underberg on the morning we drove up to Sani Pass. 

191. Malachite Kingfisher (Corythornis cristatus) Dawn spotted one from the Slang River bridge 
near Wakkerstroom.

192. African Pygmy-Kingfisher (Ispidina picta) Fantastic views of this little jewel from the 
Kumasinga hide in Mhkuze.

193. Mangrove Kingfisher (Halcyon senegaloides) An unexpected find near Mtunzini. This is a 
wintering species in South Africa and most have moved farther north by October, so we were 
lucky with this one.

194. Brown-hooded Kingfisher (Halcyon albiventris) Fairly common in around St. Lucia and in 
Mhkuze and Kruger.

195. Striped Kingfisher (Halcyon chelicuti) One sighting of this small kingfisher as we drove 
north from St. Lucia to the Mhkuze. 

196. Giant Kingfisher (Megaceryle maxima) Seen well by everyone during our breakfast stop on 
the morning we drove to Sani Pass. Another was seen at Muzi Pan.

197. Pied Kingfisher (Ceryle rudis) Fairly common at a variety of wetland sites.

MEROPIDAE
198. White-fronted Bee-eater (Merops bullockoides) A few were seen as we drove through 
Eswatini. Better were views were obtained in Kruger NP.

199. Little Bee-eater (Merops pusillus) A few sightings at iSimangaliso Wetland Park. Great 
views of a couple that came to drink at the Kumasinga hide in Mhkuze.



200. European Bee-eater (Merops apiaster) 3-5 birds gave beautiful views in the early morning 
light on a road outside of Calvinia. 

CORACIIDAE
201. Lilac-breasted Roller (Coracias caudatus) Fairly common in Kruger NP. A very flamboyant 
and popular species.

LYBIIDAE
202. Crested Barbet (Trachyphonus vaillantii) Very common on the second half of the tour from 
Mtunzini to Kruger. 

203. White-eared Barbet (Stactolaema leucotis) Easily seen on the grounds of our guesthouse in 
Eshowe with other sightings in the St. Lucia area.

204. Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird (Pogoniulus bilineatus) This small barbet was seen well on the 
grounds of our guesthouse in Eshowe and on the iGwalagwala trail in St. Lucia. We also saw one 
in the reeds at the edge of the marsh at the Ghost Mountain Inn….a very uncharacteristic place to 
find a tinkerbird.

205. Pied Barbet (Tricholaema leucomelas) Two responded well to playback and landed on the 
utility wires above us in Calvinia. Another was seen on our morning walk at Satara Camp.

206. Black-collared Barbet (Lybius torquatus) Very common on the second half of the tour with 
many sightings. 

INDICATORIDAE
207. Lesser Honeyguide (Indicator minor) The early arrivals had a brief encounter during lunch 
at the Rietvlei Nature Reserve. Another was seen very briefly at Mantua Camp in Mhkuze. 

208. Scaly-throated Honeyguide (Indicator variegatus) Heard only at Dlinza Forest.

PICIDAE
209. Rufous-necked Wryneck (Jynx ruficollis) Great views of one that responded to playback 
near Wakkerstroom as we left the pipit fields. Another was seen at our breakfast stop on the way 
ups to Sani Pass. 

210. Cardinal Woodpecker (Chloropicus fuscescens) Two responded well to playback on the 
iGwalagwala trail in St. Lucia. 

211. Bearded Woodpecker (Chloropicus namaquus) One was seen from the vehicles on our 
morning drive from Berg-en-Dal. Jack and Tim had killer views on our last morning at Satara 
Camp.

212. Olive Woodpecker (Chloropicus griseocephalus) Seen well as we walked at Bontebok NP 
and on the grounds of our guesthouse in Eshowe.



213. Ground Woodpecker (Geocolaptes olivaceus) We had several good views of this unusual 
rock-loving woodpecker on the road up to Sani Pass.

214. Golden-tailed Woodpecker (Campethera albingoni) Everyone saw one at the insect hatch in 
Mtunzini. Jack and Tim had great views on the grounds of Satara Camp on our final morning.

FALCONIDAE
215. Rock Kestrel (Falco rupicolus) Multiple sightings in the Cape region where this is a 
common species. 

216. Greater Kestrel (Falco rupicoloides) A few were seen in the Brandvlei area where they hunt 
from roadside utility poles. 

217. Lanner Falcon (Falco biarmicus) Three birds were seen near Wakkerstroom near a known 
breeding site. 

PSITTACULIDAE
218. Rose-ringed Parakeet (Psittacula krameri) One was seen at Rietvlei Nature Reserve by the 
early arrivals.

PSITTACIDAE
219. Cape Parrot (Poicephalus robustus) Perhaps best described as “parrots in the mist” as it 
was a cool misty morning at Marustwa Forest when a pair flew in and landed in bare snag 
providing nice scope views for everyone. 

220. Brown-headed Parrot (Poicephalus cryptoxanthus) Nice views by Jack and Tim on our final 
morning at Satara Camp. 

CAMPEPHAGIDAE
221. Gray Cuckooshrike (Coracina caesia) Several were seen from the observation platform at 
Dlinza Forest. 

222. Black Cuckooshrike (Campephaga flava) A male responded well to playback on the grounds 
of the Aan de Oever guesthouse in Swellendam.

ORIOLIDAE
223. African Black-headed Oriole (Oriolus larvatus) Seen first on the grounds of our B&B in 
Underberg. Other sightings were in Eshowe, St. Lucia and at Kruger NP.

PLATYSTEIRIDAE
224. Cape Batis (Batis capensis) Despite its name, this is a widespread batis that occurs well 
away from the Cape region. We saw it at Kirstenbosch in Capetown and also at the DeHoop 
Nature Reserve, Doreen Clark Nature Reserve and in Kransvlei Poort.

225. Woodward’s Batis (Batis fratrum) The most difficult batis of the tour, but we finally found 
one during our morning walk on the iGwalagwala trail in St. Lucia. 



226. Chinspot Batis (Batis molitor) First seen at the Ghost Mountain Inn and later at Mhkuze and 
in Kruger NP. 

227. Pririt Batis (Batis pririt) This species occurs in desert scrub and along dry riverbeds in 
northwestern South Africa. We saw a few during our day in the Brandvlei area. 

VANGIDAE
228. White Helmetshrike (Prionops plumatus) A few small groups were seen at the Mhkuze 
Game Reserve. 

229. Retz’s Helmetshrike (Prionops retzii) Several birds were with a mixed flock responding to 
our Pearl-spotted Owlet call at Berg-en-Dal camp in Kruger NP.

MALACONOTIDAE
230. Brubru (Nilaus afer) Nice views of this small bushshrike at the camping area in the Mhkuze 
Game Reserve. One was also seen on the grounds of Satara Camp.

231. Black-backed Puffback (Dryoscopus cubla) Very common on the second half of the tour. 
We even saw several males in puff-backed display flights.

232. Black-crowned Tchagra (Tchagra senegalus) Heard many times in Mhukuze and Kruger, but 
despite several attempts they never responded and remained out of sight.

233. Brown-crowned Tchagra (Tchagra australis) Sean spotted one in the parking area at the 
Kumasinga hide in Mhukuze and everyone had a nice look.

234. Southern Tchagra (Tchagra tchagra) Very vocal and responsive in the campground at 
DeHoop Nature Reserve. It stayed mostly hidden, but in the end everyone had a reasonable view. 

235. Southern Boubou (Laniarius ferrugineus) Very common throughout the tour. It was heard 
daily and seen well at Kirstenbosch and DeHoop.

236. Crimson-breasted Gonolek (Laniarius atrococcineus) Seen only by the early arrivals at 
Reitvlei Nature reserve near Johannesburg. A very stunning bird to be sure.

237. Bokmakierie (Telophorus zeylonus) Very common in the Cape region. It was seen well by 
everyone in several places.

238. Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike (Telophorus sulfureopectus) Seen well by everyone near the 
parking lot at the Kumasinga hide in Mhkuze where a pair responded to playback. Some also 
saw one on our final morning at Satara Camp. 

239. Olive Bushshrike (Telophorus olivaceus) Everyone saw this handsome bushshrike well as 
we walked at Bontebok NP. 



240. Four-colored Bushshrike (Telophorus viridis) This is a very shy bird that we were fortunate 
to see so well as we walked on the iGwalagwala trail in St. Lucia. 

241. Gray-headed Bushshrike (Malaconotus blanchoti) Heard well at the entrance gate to 
Mhkuze, but ut managed to remain enticingly out of sight. We also had a brief view of one on the 
grounds of our guesthouse in Eshowe. 

DICRURIDAE
242. Common Square-tailed Drongo (Dicrurus ludwigii) Nice views of this small drongo on the 
iGwalagwala trail in St. Lucia. 

243. Fork-tailed Drongo (Dicrurus adsimilis) Common in DeHoop, Bontebok, Mhkuze and 
Kruger. A widespread species in much of Africa.

MONARCHIDAE
244. African Crested-Flycatcher (Trochocercus cyanomelas) Nice sightings of this sprightly 
flycatcher at Doreen Clark NR, Marutswa Forest and on the iGwalagwala trail in St. Lucia.

245. African Paradise-Flycatcher (Terpsiphone viridis) Seen on the grounds of our guesthouse in 
Swellendam and at our breakfast stop on the road to Sani Pass. 

LANIIDAE
246. Southern Fiscal (Lanius collaris) A very common roadside presence throughout most of the 
tour. 

247. Magpie Shrike (Lanius melanoleucus) Common in acacia savanna. We saw many in 
Eswatini and in Kruger NP.

248. White-crowned Shrike (Eurocephalus anguitimens) Two were seen on our morning drive 
from Berg-en-Dal camp in Kruger NP. 

CORVIDAE
249. Cape Crow (Corvus capensis) Very common around Swellendam and Wakkerstroom. 
Unlike Pied Crow, his species tends to avoid human habitation.

250. Pied Crow (Corvus albus) An abundant species throughout. Seen daily. 

251. White-necked Raven (Corvus albicollis) Fairly common in the Cape region. A few were 
also seen in the Wakkerstroom area.

CHAETOPIDAE
252. Cape Rockjumper (Chaetops frenatus) Despite sub-optimal weather we found this 
localized endemic fairly quickly at Rooi Els. Everyone saw both male and female quite well. 



253. Drakensberg Rockjumper (Chaetops aurantius) We struggled with this species initially 
due to high winds, but eventually had great views in Lesotho. On the return drive the winds had 
calmed and we had a beautiful male at the pub on Sani Pass. 

STENOSTIRIDAE
254. Fairy Flycatcher (Stenostira scita) One responded to playback at Kransvlei Poort and 
everyone eventually saw it well. It is somewhat reminiscent of a tiny loggerhead shrike.

PARIDAE
255. Southern Black-Tit (Melaniparus niger) First seen on the grounds of our guesthouse in 
Eshowe. Several others were seen in Kruger NP.

256. Gray Tit (Melaniparus afer) After several failed attempts, Mondli finally spotted one below 
the road in Lesotho and everyone had nice views. 

REMIZIDAE
257. African Penduline-Tit (Anthoscopus caroli) One responded well to playback while we 
walked at Mantuma Camp in Mhkuze.

258. Southern Penduline-Tit (Anthoscopus minutus) One responded to playback at West Coast 
NP and gave everyone a nice show.

ALAUDIDAE
259. Spike-heeled Lark (Chersomanes albofasciata) Nice views around Brandvlei and 
Wakkerstroom. 

260. Karoo Long-billed Lark (Certhilauda subcoronata) Seen at several sites around Calvinia and 
Brandvlei.

261. Eastern Long-billed Lark (Certhilauda semitorquata) A very range restricted endemic lark 
that we saw well near the pipit fields in Wakkerstroom.

262. Cape Lark (Certhilauda curvirostris) We made a special stop for this species as we drove 
from Langebaan to Calvinia and were rewarded with nice looks at a bird singing from a fence 
line. This is another species with a very tiny geographic range.

263. Agulhas Lark (Certhilauda brevirostris) Endemic to the Agulhas Peninsula. We saw 
several on our early morning drive from Swellendam to DeHoop.

264. Black-eared Sparrow-Lark (Eremopterix australis) The rarest sparrow-lark in South Africa. 
Tim’s car got great photos of a roadside pair near Brandvlei.

265. Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark (Eremopterix leucotis) Everyone was able to see these 
handsome birds on our afternoon drive from Satara Camp in Kruger NP.



266. Gray-backed Sparrow-Lark (Eremopterix verticalis) These were fairly common in the 
Brandvlei area. Most were females, but in the end we all got good looks at a male. 

267. Sabota Lark (Calendulauda sabota) We saw the large-billed form in the Brandvlei area and 
the short-billed form in Kruger NP.

268. Cape Clapper Lark (Mirafra apiata) We saw this species very well doing its display flight 
in Bontebok NP and in the grain fields south of Swellendam.

269. Eastern Clapper Lark (Mirafra fasciolata) This species was heard only near Wakkerstroom.

270. Rufous-naped Lark (Mirafra africana) Fairly common around Wakkerstroom where we saw 
many singing from fence posts. We also saw several as we drove through iSimangaliso Wetland 
Park to Mhkuze.

271. Red-capped Lark (Calandrella cinerea) Seen well in the Brandvlei area, in Lesotho and 
around Wakkerstroom.

272. Large-billed Lark (Galerida magnirostris) A very common endemic lark in the grain fields 
south of Swellendam admin the Brandvlei area. 

NICATORIDAE
273. Eastern Nicator (Nicator gularis) Heard well on the iGwalagwala trail in St. Lucia, but 
despite a lengthy attempt we were unable to visually locate it. 

MACROSPHENIDAE
274. Cape Crombec (Sylvietta rufescens) This tiny tail-less warbler was seen in Mhkuze and 
Kruger NP. Those who walked on the final morning at Satara had especially good views. 

275. Cape Grassbird (Sphenoeacus afer) Great views along the trail into Cecilia Forest in 
Capetown. We also saw them at Cape Point NP and they were heard frequently throughout 
fynbos habitat and on the road to Sani Pass.

276. Victorin’s Warbler (Cryptillas victorini) A very responsive male came in to playback during 
our brief stop at Sir Lowry’s Pass. 

CISTICOLIDAE
277. Yellow-rumped Eremomela (Eremomela gregalis) This Karoo specialist responded well to 
playback on our final morning drive outside of Calvinia.

278. Namaqua Warbler (Phragmacia substriata) Several were seen around Brandvlei and 
Calvinia. 

279. Green-backed Camaroptera (Camaroptera brachyura) Very common in Dlinza Forest, 
around St. Lucia and in Mhkuze and Kruger NP. 



280. Bar-throated Apalis (Apalis thoracica) Great views in the campground at DeHoop Nature 
Reserve. 

281. Yellow-breasted Apalis (Apalis flavida) Nice views in St. Lucia and Kruger NP.

282. Rudd’s Apalis (Apalis ruddi) Many were heard and one was finally seen very well on the 
iGwalagwala trail in St. Lucia. 

283. Tawny-flanked Prinia (Prinia subflava) Seen well on the grounds of Ghost Mountain Inn, 
Mhkuze and in Kruger NP. 

284. Black-chested Prinia (Prinia flavicans) One responded well to playback along a dry riverbed 
near Brandvlei.

285. Karoo Prinia (Prinia maculosa) Abundant throughout the Cape region and also in Lesotho. 

286. Drakensberg Prinia (Prinia hypoxantha) Nice looks as we left the pipit fields in 
Wakkerstroom and also at the Slang River bridge. More yellowish below than Karoo Prinia, and 
with fewer streaks on the underparts.

287. Rufous-eared Warbler (Malcorus pectoralis) A prinia-like warbler with a long tail and a 
rufous ear patch. They were quire common in the arid scrub around Calvinia and Brandvlei.

288. Red-faced Cisticola (Cisticola erythrops) A cisticola of rank weedy areas that was seen well 
on the grounds of the Ghost Mountain Inn.

289. Rock-loving Cisticola (Cisticola aberrans) A shy, reclusive cisticola of rocky slopes 
formerly known as Lazy Cisticola. A pair responded to playback in the rocks near the Slang 
River bridge outside Wakkerstroom.

290. Rattling Cisticola (Cisticola chiniana) Abundant in the scrubby woodlands around St. Lucia, 
Mhkuze and in Kruger NP. 

291. Red-headed Cisticola (Cisticola subruficapilla) A cisticola of fynbos and Karoo scrub that 
was common throughout much of the Cape region. 

292. Wailing Cisticola (Cisticola lais) This cisticola replaces Red-headed Cisticola as one moves 
east out of the Cape region. We had scope views as we left the Yellow-breasted pipit fields near 
Wakkerstroom.

293. Levaillant’s Cisticola (Cisticola tinniens) A common wetland cisticola throughout wetlands 
in the Cape region and at Marievale Bird Sanctuary. 

294. Croaking Cisticola (Cisticola natalensis) One was heard well and seen briefly in the 
Mhkuze Game Reserve.



295. Piping Cisticola (Cisticola fulvicapilla) A plain breasted cisticola with a rufous cap that is 
also known as Neddicky. One responded well to playback and gave everyone good views as we 
walked at Bontebok NP.

296. Cloud Cisticola (Cisticola textrix) This small cisticola sings a distinctive piping song while 
displaying high in the air during the breeding season. We were able to coax one into view at the 
Tienie Versveld Reserve. It sat for several minutes on a shrub giving us scope views. Outside the 
breeding season they are rarely seen.

297. Wing-snapping Cisticola (Cisticola ayresii) Heard only in the grasslands around 
Wakkerstroom.

ACROCEPHALIDAE
298. African Yellow-Warbler (Iduna natalensis) One responded to playback in a marshy area near 
Wakkerstroom. Another was seen at our breakfast stop on the road to Sani Pass. 

299. African Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus baeticatus) A pair responded to playback along the 
small stream near our hotel in Calvinia. A skulky species difficult to see outside the breeding 
season.

300. Lesser Swamp Warbler (Acrocephalus gracilirostris) A marsh dwelling warbler heard more 
often than seen. Were were able to coax them into view at Strandfontein WTP, at the 
Wakkerstroom Causeway and along the boardwalk at Ghost Mountain Inn.

LOCUSTELLIDAE
301. Barratt’s Warbler (Bradypterus barratti) A chocolate colored skulker that we saw, but only 
with great effort, as we drove up to Sani Pass. 

302. Little Rush-Warbler (Bradypterus baboecala) This is another marsh skulker that is common, 
but difficult to see. Everyone had reasonable views at the Strandfontein WTP. We heard many 
after that at various wetland venues. 

HIRUNDINIDAE 
303. Plain Martin (Riparia paludicola) Small brown swallows that were encountered in a variety 
of settings. The highest numbers were seen along the Sani Pass road and near Underberg. 

304. Rock Martin (Ptyonoprogne fuligula) Larger than Plain Martin with noticeable white tail 
spots. These were fairly common near rocky slopes and under a few bridges in the Brandvlei 
area.  

305. White-throated Swallow (Hirundo albigularis) A common summer breeder in South Africa 
that is closely associated with water. They were common throughout the Cape region. They were 
sitting on the sills of the hide in West Coast NP. 



306. Wire-tailed Swallow (Hirundo smithii) Another swallow closely associated with water that 
we saw from the boardwalk at Ghost Mountain Inn. The long filaments on the outer tail feathers 
are very difficult to see under most conditions.  

307. Pearl-breasted Swallow (Hirundo dimidiata) Fairly common in the fields around 
Swellendam and West Coast NP.  

308. Greater Striped Swallow (Cecropis cucllata) The common red-rumped swallow in the Cape 
region. They were seen daily while we were there. 

309. Lesser Striped Swallow (Cecropis abyssinica) A smaller version of Greater Striped Swallow 
with paler streaking on the underparts and a less extensive rusty cap. They replace the previous 
species as you move east in South Africa and were common around Mhkuze and in Kruger NP. 

310. Rufous-chested Swallow (Cecropis semirufa) Several were seen flying over a shady area on 
our morning drive from Skukuza in Kruger NP.  

311. South African Swallow (Petrochelidon spilodera) A Cliff Swallow lookalike that nests under 
bridges and in culverts. There were 30+ flying around a dry watercourse bridge south of 
Brandvlei. 

312. Black Sawing (Psalidoprocne pristoptera) An all black swallow with a forked tail that was 
fairly common in Cape region. We also saw a few at Ghost Mountain Inn. 

PYCNONOTIDAE 
313. Sombre Greenbul (Andropadus importunus) A large, drab greenbul with a pale eye. We saw 
them well at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens in Capetown. After that they were heard almost 
daily in forests and wooded thickets. 

314. Yellow-bellied Greenbul (Chlorocichla flaviventris) More colorful than Sombre Greenbul 
with a dark eye and white eye crescents. It was fairly common from Eshowe eastward.  

315. Terrestial Brownbul (Phyllastrephus terrestris) A drab brownish bird that inhabits dense 
thickets. We heard them at Dlinza Forest and in St. Lucia and finally had good views of several 
on the ground at Berg-en-Dal camp in Kruger NP. 

316. Common Bulbul (Pycnonotus barbatus) Abundant and impossible to miss on the second half 
of the tour. 

317. Cape Bulbul (Pycnonotus capensis) Very common throughout the entire Cape region. Its 
bold white eye ring differentiates it from Common Bulbul, but the ranges do not overlap. 

PHYLLOSCOPIDAE 



318. Yellow-throated Woodland-Warbler (Phylloscopus ruficapilla) Most people got decent 
views of this small forest warbler at Doreen Clark Nature Reserve. 

SYLVIIDAE 
319. Bush Blackcap (Sylvia nigricapillus) After many failed attempts we finally got one to show 
itself at Marutswa Forest. 

320. Layard’s Warbler (Curruca layardi) A pair responded to playback in the Protea Canary 
canyon at Kransvlei Poort.  

321. Chestnut-vented Warbler (Curruca subcoerulea) Several were seen in the coastal thickets 
around West Coast NP. 

ZOSTEROPIDAE 
322. Cape White-eye (Zosterops virens) A very common bird throughout most of the tour. We 
saw them everywhere except in Kruger NP. The eastern races are much more colorful than the 
Cape regions birds and can easily be mistaken for Southern Yellow White-eye. 

LEIOTHRICHIDAE 
323. Arrow-marked Babbler (Turdoides jardineii) Common, noisy and conspicuous in Kruger 
NP. 

BUPHAGIDAE 
324. Red-billed Oxpecker (Buphagus erythrorynchus) The common oxpecker in South Africa. 
They are found anywhere big game is present and we saw many in Mhkuze game Reserve and at 
Kruger NP.  

325. Yellow-billed Oxpecker (Buphagus africanus) Uncommon in South Africa, but generally 
present if one picks through groups of oxpeckers in Kruger NP. We saw one on an African 
Buffalo near Berg-en-Dal camp. 

STURNIDAE 
326. European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) Fairly common in the Cape region. 

327. Wattled Starling (Creatophora cinerea) A few were seen around Calvinia and Mhkuze.  

328. Common Myna (Acridotheres tristis) Fairly common on the eastern portion of the tour. 
There were many on the grounds of the Ghost Mountain Inn and in the Wakkerstroom area.  

329. Violet-backed Starling (Cinnyricinclus leucogaster) Several brightly colored males were 
seen as we walked at Mantuma Camp in Mhkuze Game Reserve. 



330. Red-winged Starling (Onychognathus morio) Very common throughout the Cape region. 
Less so farther east but a few were also seen in Eshowe and Mitunzini.  

331. Black-bellied Starling (Notopholia corusca) Fairly common in Dlinza Forest and in coastal 
woodlands around St. Lucia.  

332. Burchell’s Starling (Lamprotornis australis) Very common in Kruger NP. 

333. African Pied Starling (Lamprotornis bicolor) Common around Swellendam, West Coast NP 
and Wakkerstroom.  

334. Greater Blue-eared Starling (Lamprotornis chalybaeus) Common in Kruger NP. 

335. Cape Starling (Lamprotornis nitens) There were a few in the Wakkerstroom area and they 
became increasingly common as we moved in the eastern part of the country.  

TURDIDAE 
336. Spotted Ground-Thrush (Geokichla guttata) A specialty of Dlinza Forest where we had 
very nice views of one feeding along the trail.  

337. Orange Ground-Thrush (Geokichla gurneyi) After some work, we were able to get one to sit 
on an exposed brach at Marutswa Forest.  

338. Groundscraper Thrush (Psophocichla litsitirupa) A pair was seen during our morning drive 
from Skukuza in Kruger NP. 

339. Kurrichane Thrush (Turdus libonyana) A few were seen in Mhkuze and Kruger NP. 

340. Olive Thrush (Turdus olivaceus) Fairly common and widespread in wooded areas in the 
Cape region. We saw them at Kirstenbosch, on the grounds of our guesthouse in Swellendam and 
Underberg and at Ghost Mountain. 

341. Karoo Thrush (Turdus smithi) One was see by the early arrivals at Rietvlei Nature Reserve 
near Johannesburg. 

MUSCICAPIDAE 
342. African Dusky Flycatcher (Muscicapa adusta) A small dumpy flycatcher seen at 
Kirstenbosch, on the grounds of our guesthouse in Swellendam and at our breakfast stop on Sani 
Pass road.  

343. Pale Flycatcher (Agricola pallidus) A pair was seen at Mantuma camp in Mhkuze while Tim 
got air in his tires. 



344. Chat Flycatcher (Agricola infuscatus) Several were seen in the Brandvlei area.  

345. Gray Tit-Flycatcher (Fraseria plumbea) The only one was seen on our last morning as we 
walked on the grounds at Satara Camp in Kruger NP. 

346. Ashy Flycatcher (Fraseria caerulescens) One was seen well on our afternoon visit to Dlinza 
Forest. 

347. Fiscal Flycatcher (Melaenornis silens) Common in the Cape region. 

348. Southern Black-Flycatcher (Melaenornis pammelaina) Seen on the grounds of our 
guesthouse in Eshowe and at Ghost Mountain Inn and Berg-en-Dal. 

349. Karoo Scrub-Robin (Cercotrichas coryphoeus) One was seen in the scope at West Coast NP 
and a pair were seen carrying nesting material as we walked near our hotel in Calvinia. 

350. Bearded Scrub-Robin (Cercotrichas quadrivirgata) Great views of a pair as we walked at 
Mantuma camp in Mhkuze Game Reserve.  

351. Red-backed Scrub-Robin (Cercotrichas leucophrys) A singing male was seen at Mantuma 
camp in Mhkuze Game Reserve.  

352. Cape Robin-Chat (Cossypha caffra) Common throughout the Cape region, the 
Wakkerstroom area and on the road to Sani Pass.  

353. White-throated Robin-Chat (Cossypha humeralis) Nice looks at one in camping area of 
Mhkuze Game Reserve and near reception at Skukuza in Kruger NP. 

354. White-browed Robin-Chat (Cossypha heuglini) A very cooperative male responded to 
playback at Ghost Mountain Inn and we later saw another on the grounds of Skukuza Camp in 
Kruger NP. 

355. Red-capped Robin-Chat (Cossypha natalensis) Some had brief glimpses on the grounds of 
our guesthouse in Eshowe. Later they were common as we walked on the iGwalagwala trail in 
St. Lucia. 

356. Chorister Robin-Chat (Cossypha dichroa) Everyone saw this species at Doreen Clark 
Nature Reserve. Dawn also saw one near the visitor center at Dlinza Forest.  

357. Sentinel Rock-Thrush (Monticola explorator) A beautifully colored male was seen on the 
rocks as we left the pipit fields near Wakkerstroom. Another was also seen on the road to Sani 
Pass. 



358. Cape Rock-Thrush (Monticola rupestris) Nice views of singing males at Rooi Els and in 
Lesotho.  

359. African Stonechat (Saxicola torquatus) Very common in much of the Cape region and 
around Wakkerstroom.  

360. Buff-streaked Chat (Campicoloides bifasciatus) A beautiful endemic chat that inhabits 
rocky slopes. We had good looks on the road into the pipit fields and also on the road to Sani 
Pass.  

361. Sickle-winged Chat (Emarginata sinuata) A distinctive chat with a pale eye ring and a 
salmon colored rump. We had scope views in the scrub outside of Calvinia.  

362. Karoo Chat (Emarginata schlegelii) Found in the same habitat as the previous species, but 
Karoo Chat has white outer tail features and lacks an eye ring. We saw several in the Calvinia 
area. 

363. Tractrac Chat (Emarginata tractrac) We saw a group of three  as we returned from Brandvlei 
to Calvinia. Differentiated from the previous two species by its brilliant white rump and paler 
overall coloration. These are generally found in drier and more sparsely vegetated areas than the 
previous two species.  

364. Mocking Cliff-Chat (Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris) A chat of rocky hillsides and cliffs 
with striking brick red underparts. We saw a female in the rocks at the Slang River bridge outside 
Wakkerstroom. 

365. Southern Anteater-Chat (Myrmecocichla formicivora) Very common in the fields during the 
drive from Langebaan to Calvinia and also in the Wakkerstroom area. This species does not eat 
ants, but takes its name from its tendency to perch on termite mounds in open country. 

366. Mountain Wheatear (Myrmecocichla monticola) Individuals were seen at Akkerendam 
Reserve near Calvinia, on the road to the pipit fields in Wakkerstroom and in Lesotho. 

367. Capped Wheatear (Oenanthe pileata) Very common in the grain fields around Swellendam 
and Langebaan. There were many on the Darling Hills Road near West Coast NP. 

368. Familiar Chat (Oenanthe familiaris) A misnamed member of the wheatear family that was 
seen at Rooi Els and in the Brandvlei area. Another that was a bit out of its normal habitat was 
seen on the grounds of our guesthouse in Eshowe.  

PROMEROPIDAE 
369. Gurney’s Sugarbird (Promerops gurneyi) A specialty of Sani Pass Road where it feeds 
mainly on protea blooms. We had very good views of a couple males as we drove up to the pass.  



370. Cape Sugarbird (Promerops cafer) A spectacular long-tailed sugarbird endemic to the 
fynbos biome in the Cape. We saw several at Kirstenbosch in the protea garden. There were also 
several seen from the deck of our apartment in Simon’s Town and another at Rooi Els.  

NECTARINIIDAE 
371. Collared Sunbird (Hedydipna collaris) Fairly common as we moved northeast from Eshowe. 
They were recorded at in St. Lucia, Mhkuze and Kruger NP.  

372. Orange-breasted Sunbird (Anthobaphes violacea) Endemic to fynbos in the Cape region. 
Common at Kirstenbosch and Rooi Els. 

373. Olive Sunbird (Cyanomitra olivacea) One responded well to playback at the Doreen Clark 
Nature Reserve.  

374. Mouse-colored Sunbird (Cyanomitra veroxii) A coastal thicket and forest resident that we 
saw while walking the iGwalagwala Trail in St. Lucia. 

375. Ametyhyst Sunbird (Chalcomitra amethystina) Great views of several males coming to a 
nectar feeder at Cedar Gardens B&B in Underberg. 

376. Scarlet-chested Sunbird (Chalcomitra senegalensis) A few females were seen on the 
grounds of the Ghost Mountain Inn. We finally had a nice male on our last morning walk at 
Satara Camp in Kruger NP. 

377. Malachite Sunbird (Nectarinia famosa) Common throughout the Cape region. We also saw 
them at the feeder at Cedar Garden B&B. 

378. Southern Double-collared Sunbird (Cinnyris chalybeus)The most common sunbird of the 
tour. It was abundant in the Cape region. 

379. Greater Double-collared Sunbird (Cinnyris afer) Larger than the previous species with a 
much broader red breast band. We saw them at DeHoop, Dlinza Forest and on the grounds of our 
inns in Underberg and Swellendam. 

380. Mariqua Sunbird (Cinnyris mariquensis) Common in Kruger NP where it replaces the more 
southerly Purple-banded Sunbird. 

381. Purple-banded Sunbird (Cinnyris bifasciatus) Very common in St. Lucia and Mhkuze.  

382. White-breasted Sunbird (Cinnyris talatala) Seen well in Mhkuze and Kruger NP. 



PLOCEIDAE 
383. Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver (Bubalornis niger) Very common around the camps in Kruger 
NP. Our first encounter was in Eswatini. Their enormous stick nests were a common site while 
driving in Kruger NP. 

384. Spectacled Weaver (Ploceus ocularis) A handsome weaver with a pale eye and black 
eyeline. We had nice looks at the Kumasinga hide in Mhkuze and in Kruger NP. 

385. Cape Weaver (Ploceus capensis) Abundant in the Cape region and also around 
Wakkerstroom and Underberg. 

386. African Golden-Weaver (Ploceus subaureus) 30+ were seen at the insect hatch in Mtunzini. 
They were also breeding in the reeds at Ghost Mountain Inn. 

387. Holub’s Golden-Weaver (Ploceus xanthops) Distinguised from African Golden-Weaver by 
its pale eye. We saw one through the scope at Muzi Pan. 

388. Southern Brown-throated Weaver (Ploceus xanthopterus) A wetland weaver that we saw at 
the St. Lucia estuary and on the grounds of the Ghost Mountain Inn.  

389. Southern Masked-Weaver (Ploceus velatus) Very common throughout most of the tour. 

390. Village Weaver (Ploceus cucullatus) There were a few at the insect hatch in Mtunzini and a 
few more coming to the water at the Kumasinga hide. 

391. Forest Weaver (Ploceus bicolor) Nice looks as we walked the iGwalagwala Trail in St. 
Lucia.  

392. Red-billed Quelea (Quelea quelea) Large flocks were seen in the Brandvlei area, at 
Marievale Bird Sanctuary and in Kruger NP. 

393. Southern Red Bishop (Euplectes orix) There were many in the grain fields south of 
Swellendam and around West Coast NP. Elsewhere there were a few scattered sightings. 

394. Yellow Bishop (Euplectes capensis) Very common in the Cape region where they inhabit 
drier areas than the Southern Red Bishop. 

395. White-winged Widowbird (Euplectes albonotatus) 10-15 came to the water at the 
Kumasinga hide in Mhkuze. A few others were seen in Kruger NP. 

396. Fan-tailed Widowbird (Euplectes axillaris) A single male was seen in iSimangaliso Wetland 
Park as we drove from St. Lucia to Mhkuze. It was in the small camp where we made a 
bathroom stop. 



397. Long-tailed Widowbird (Euplectes progne) Very common in the Wakkerstroom area. There 
were also a few at the Marievale Bird Sanctuary. 

398. Grosbeak Weaver (Amblyospiza albifrons) A few were at the insect hatch in Mtunzini and 
in St. Lucia. We had outstanding close up views at the Kumasinga hide in Mhkuze.  

ESTRILDIDAE 
399. Swee Waxbill (Coccopygia melanotis) Endemic to South Africa and parts of Lesotho. We 
saw them at Kirstenbosch and Cat Cecelia Forest in Capetown. 

400. Black-tailed Waxbill (Glaucestrilda perreini) A single sighting of a pair coming to the water 
at the Kumasinga hide in Mhkuze.  

401. Common Waxbill (Estrilda astrild) Very common and widespread. Seen most days. 

402. Southern Cordonbleu (Uraeginthus angolensis) Common in Mhkuze and Kruger NP. 

403. Green-winged Pytilia (Pytilia melba) A handsome bird formerly known as “Melba Finch.” A 
pair was with a flock of Southern Cordonbleu at the camping area in Mhkuze. 

404. Red-billed Firefinch (Lagonosticta senegala) The most common firefinch in southern 
Africa. We had nice views at the Kumasinga hide in Mhkuze and at Satara Camp in Kruger NP. 

405. African Firefinch (Lagonosticta rubricata) A pair was seen by Tim and Jack on our final 
morning walk at Satara Camp in Kruger NP. 

406. Jameson’s Firefinch (Lagonosticta rhodopareia) Great looks and photos at the Kumasinga 
hide in Mhkuze. 

407. Red-headed Finch (Amadina erythrocephala) A pair was seen at a small water tank near 
Brandvlei. This is an uncommon bird on the route that we traveled. 

408. Bronze Mannikin (Spermestes cucullata) Small flocks were seen at the Birds of Paradise 
B&B in Eshowe and at Skukuza Camp in Kruger NP. 

409. Black-and-white Mannikin (Spermestes bicolor) A pair was feeding in the seed dish at the 
hide at Dlinza Forest. 

VIDUIDAE 
410. Pin-tailed Whydah (Vidua macroura) A charasmatic brood parasite that uses waxbill nests to 
lay its eggs. We had great looks at a male at Kirstenbosch in Capetown. 



PASSERIDAE 
411. House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) Common in towns and villages throughout.  

412. Cape Sparrow (Passer melanurus) Very common in grasslands and gardens in the Cape 
region. They were also conspicuous around Wakkerstroom and Underberg. 

413. Southern Gray-headed Sparrow (Passer diffusus) Widespread and seen in moderate numbers 
throughout. At Satara Camp they were abundant and there were 50+ seen on our final walk there. 

414. Yellow-throated Bush Sparrow (Gymnoris superciliaris) There were a few seen at Mhkuze. 
The best views were at the Kumasinga hide where they were coming to the water. 

MOTACILLIDAE 
415. Cape Wagtail (Motacilla capensis) Common throughout most of the tour. 

416. African Pied Wagtail (Motacilla aguimp) Common as we moved northeast from Eshowe 
where they replaced the Cape Wagtail. 

417. African Pipit (Anthus cinnamomeus) Common in grasslands in the Cape region and around 
Wakkerstroom. 

418. Mountain Pipit (Anthus hoeschi) One was seen in Lesotho while the winds were trying to 
carry us away. 

419. Nicholson’s Pipit (Anthus nicholsoni) One responded to playback in the Wakkerstroom 
area. This is a recent split from Long-billed Pipit. 

420. Plain-backed Pipit (Anthus leucophrys) The early arrivals saw one at Rietvlei Nature 
Reserve near Johannesburg.  

421. Yellow-tufted Pipit (Anthus crenatus) This one was heard only in Lesotho. We tried hard to 
call several singing birds closer to the road, but all were uncooperative. 

422. Yellow-breasted Pipit (Hemimacronyx chloris) A pipit with a tiny geographical range that 
we had scope views of outside Wakkerstroom.  

423. Orange-throated Longclaw (Macronyx capensis) Formerly known as Cape Longclaw. We 
had encounters at Tienie Versveld and in the Wakkerstroom area. 

424. Yellow-throated Longclaw (Macronyx croceus) A couple were seen in iSimangaliso 
Wetland Park and at Mhkuze.  



FRINGILLIDAE 
425. Yellow-fronted Canary (Crithagra mozambica) Common in Mhkuze and Kruger NP. 

426. Forest Canary (Crithagra scotops) A range restricted canary with a heavily streaked bread 
that we saw very well at Kirstenbosch. 

427. Brimstone Canary (Crithagra sulphurata) Just a single sighting on the Darling Hills Road 
near West Coast NP. A very large billed version of the Yellow Canary. 

428. Yellow Canary (Crithagra flaviventris) Common in the Cape region. We also a few in 
Lesotho. 

429. White-throated Canary (Crithagra albogularis) A few were seen in the Brandvlei area. 

430. Protea Canary (Crithagra leucoptera) A range restricted endemic that we saw only at 
Kransvlei Poort where it was our primary target bird.  

431. Streaky-headed Seedeater (Crithagra gularis) Best looks were at the seed feeder at the Aan 
de Oever guesthouse in Swellendam. This species is reminiscent of a female Purple Finch. 

432. Cape Siskin (Crithagra totta) A difficult endemic that we saw well at Cecilia Forest in 
Capetown.  

433. Drakensberg Siskin (Crithagra symonsi) A few were seen along the road as we drove in 
Lesotho. 

434. Cape Canary (Serinus canicollis) Common and widespread in the Cape region. 

435. Black-headed Canary (Serinus alario) Excellent views of many of these handsome canaries 
coming to water near Calvinia. A somewhat nomadic species that can be hard to pin down. 

EMBERIZIDAE 
436. Golden-breasted Bunting (Emberiza flaviventris) Fairly common in Mhkuze and Kruger 
NP. 

437. Cape Bunting (Emberiza capensis) Common on rocky slopes especially in the Cape region. 
They were also encountered around Wakkerstroom and in Lesotho. 

438. Lark-like Bunting (Emberiza impetuani) A nomadic species that was abundant this year in 
the Brandvlei area where we saw many hundreds.  



MAMMALS 

PROCAVIIDAE 
1.   Rock Hyrax (Procavia capensis) Common in rocky areas and around cliffs. 

ELEPHANTIDAE 
2.   African Bush Elephant (Loxodonta africana) Many were seen in Kruger NP. 

CERCOPITHECIDAE 
3.   Vervet Monkey (Chlorocebus pygerythrus) Common from Mtunzini eastward. 

4.   Chacma Baboon (Papio ursinus) Common throughout. 

HYSTRICIDAE 
5.   Cape Porcupine (Hystrix africaeaustralis) One came to the food dish each evening at the 
apartment in Simon’s Town. 

LEPORIDAE 
6.   Cape Hare (Lepus capensis) Several were seen in the Brandvlei area. 

7.   Scrub Hare (Lepus saxatilis) Several were seen during our night drive in Kruger NP. 

SCIURIDAE 
8.   Eastern Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) Introduced in the Capetown area. We saw a few 
near Cecilia Forest. 

9.   South African Ground Squirrel (Xerus inauris) A few in the Brandvlei area. 

10. Tree Squirrel (Paraxerus cepapi) Fairly common in Mhkuze and St. Lucia. 

MURIIDAE 
11. Four-striped Grass Mouse (Rhabdomys pumilio) One was seen in the dunes from the Seeburg 
hide in West Coast NP. 

12. Sloggett’s Rat (Otomys sloggetti) Common in the rocks near the pub at Sani Pass. 

HERPESTIDAE 
13. Dwarf Mongoose (Helogale parvula) A few were seen in Kruger NP.  

14. Slender Mongoose (Herpestes sanguinea) One came to drink at the Kumasinga hide. 

15. Cape Gray Mongoose (Herpestes pulverulenta) Fairly common in the Cape region. 



16. Large Gray Mongoose (Herpestes ichneumon) One made a brief appearance in front of the 
lead car as we drove to DeHoop from Swellendam. 

17. Yellow Mongoose (Cynictis penicillata) The most common mongoose of the tour. Seen most 
days. 

18. Water Mongoose (Atilax paludinosus) The lead car saw one dart across the road at the 
Marievale Bird Sanctuary. 

19. Suricate (Suricata suricatta) A very brief encounter near Wakkerstroom. They quickly 
disappeared behind a ridge. 

HYAENIDAE 
20. Spotted Hyaena (Crocuta crocuta) Multiple sightings in Kruger NP. 

CANIDAE 
21. Black-backed Jackal (Canis mesomelas) One was seen on the road as we drove up to Sani 
Pass. 

VIVERRIDAE 
22. Common Large Spotted Genet (Genetta maculata) Brief views of one along the roadside 
during our night drive. 

EQUIDAE 
23. Plains Zebra (Equus quagga) Common in Kruger NP and  iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

24. Cape Mountain Zebra (Equus zebra) One at DeHoop Nature Reserve. 

RHINOCEROTIDAE 
25. White Rhinoceros (Ceratotherium simum) A grazing rhino that was seen in Kruger NP. Both 
rhino species are critically endangered due to poaching. 

26. Black Rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis) One seen in thick acacia at Kruger NP. 

SUIDAE 
27. Common Warthog (Phacochoerus africanus) Common in Kruger NP. 

HIPPOPOTAMIDAE 
28. Common Hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius) Common around water in St. Lucia and 
Kruger NP. 



FELIDAE 
29. Lion (Panthera leo) Several groups were seen in Kruger NP 

30. Leopard (Panthera pardus) Spectacular sighting of one with a freshly killed Impala near 
Berg-en-Dal Camp in Kruger NP. 

GIRAFFIDAE 
31. Masai Giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis) Common in iSimangaliso Wetland Park and Kruger 
NP. 

BOVIDAE 
32. African Buffalo (Syncerus caffer) Many large herds in Kruger NP. 

33. Greater Kudu (Tragelaphus strepsiceros) Kruger NP. 

34. Bushbuck (Tragelaphus scriptus) Kruger NP. 

35. Common Eland (Tragelaphus oryx) A small group was seen near the Cape of Good Hope. 

36. Nyala (Tragelaphus angasii) Very common at Mhkuze Game Reserve. 

37. Gray Reebok (Pelea capreolus) An endangered antelope restricted to the Drakensberg 
highlands. We saw a pair on the road to Sani Pass. 

38. Natal Red Duiker (Cephalophus natalensis) A few were encountered in the St. Lucia area. 

39. Blue Duiker (Philantomba monticola) A very confiding individual at Dlinza Forest. 

40. Common Duiker (Sylvicapra grimmia) One raced the van near Brandvlei. 

41. Steenbok (Raphicerus campestris) Common in a variety of settings. 

42. Cape Grysbok (Raphicerus melanotis) A small grizzled antelope that was seen in the grain 
fields south of Swellendam.  

43. Mountain Reedbuck (Reduca fulvorufula) One was seen by Jan’s car as we drove to 
Reichenau Dam near Underberg. 

44. Southern Reedbuck (Redunca arundinum) There were a few seen as we drove through 
iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

45. Waterbuck (Kobus ellipsiprymnus) iSimangaliso Wetland Park. And Kruger NP.  



46. Impala (Aepyceros melampus) Abundant along the roadsides at Kruger NP. 

47. Springbok (Antidorcas marsupialis) A few distant sightings in the Brandvlei area. 

48. Bontebok (Damaliscus pygargus) Common at DeHoop Nature Reserve. 

49. Red Hartebeest (Alcelaphus buselaphus) Seen at Bontebok NP and in the Wakkerstroom area. 

50. Blue Wildebeest (Connochaetes taurinus) Common in Kruger and Mhkuze.  

51. Black Wildebeest (Connochaetes gnou) A critically endangered species that was seen only by 
the early arrivals at Rietvlei Nature Reserve near Johannesburg where it has been reintroduced.  

52. Oribi (Ourebia ourebia) A few were seen at Kruger NP. 

53. Cape Fur Seal (Arctocephalus pusillus) A couple dozen were on the rocks off of the Cape of 
Good Hope. 




